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to come to Juneau for an extended time. One of
the first projects suggested as a means to promote
a vyear-round tourist season was a winter sports
development, With this in mind Juneau voters passed
a one percent sales tax which helped provide the
necessary funding for the recently completed Eagle
Crest winter recreation area. However, whether this
ski area will be developed to cater to large numbers
of skiers from outside Alaska will depend on its
success in the local community over the next few
years. In the private sector, Alaska Trams. Inc.
received a conditional use permit this summer fo
build an aerial tram and convention center on top
of Mt. Junesu. Construction on this project will
continue next year as soon as the snow recedes off
the mountain.

Another development of considerable importance to
Juneau’s future economic well being was a proposal
by Alaska Juneau Timber Industries Co. to build a
sawmill in the Juneau area. The company has
received preliminary approval from the city to build
the mill on a 65 acre tract, just south of the city
in Gastineau Channel. Construction of the mill has
been scheduled to begin during the summer of 1977
with actual production beginning in 1978. Though

a source of raw timber has yet to be obtained,
operators of the mill are confident sufficient
quantities of timber will be available for the mill 1o
operate. It has been estimated that the mill will
employ approximately 250 workers when peak
production is reached. This mill should provide &
tremendous boost to employment in manufaciuring
which in the past has played only a minor role in
the Juneau economy.

Generally speaking Juneau’s economy and its labor
force should remain relatively stable for the short
term. However, if funding for the new capital is
finalized, Juneau will have to face a large drop in
its population and labor force as state offices are
shifted to the new capital. The degree of difficulty
in readjusting Juneau’s economic base after the
capital move will depend a great deal upon the city’s
ability to attract new industry into the community.

ALASKA LABOR MARKET IN AUGUST

Employment—Unemployment: Though  total
employment increased slightly, the unemployment
rate in August remained unchanged from the July
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