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Artifacts more than 10,000 years old and 
representing prehistoric cultural phases not previously 
recognized have been discovered along the pipeline 
route. 

This advancement in knowledge of Alaska's history 
is due to the Federal Antiquities Act of 1906 and 
federal and state stipulations attached to the pipeline 
right-of-way permits that require all artifacts 
uncovered or disturbed during pipeline construction 
be preserved for the public. 

It is important to realize that "pipeline" impact does 
not have to mean "negative" Alaska, as we 
know it today, substantially shaped by 
similar economic events. The most far reaching 
impact created by pipeline construction will probably 
be the benefits derived from state oil and gas royalty 
revenues. Although the growing pains are many and 
varied, we are concurrently gaining in knowledge and 
real economic growth. 
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