Alaska:

An Interesting Income Picture

laskans earned a combined $22.6
A billion in 2004, an increase of slightly

more than $1 billion from 2003,

according to the most recent income
data for the state. Dividing that number by the
number of residents — every man, woman and
child — means that Alaska’s per capita income
was $34,454. That's an impressive figure, but
it only takes on real meaning when compared
to other states or when observed in a historical
context. And this particular income figure is
only one measure among many calculations of
income.

This article will explore a number of income
measures that should shed some light on the
economic well-being of Alaska residents. Has
income grown? Where does it come from? What
are the differences between per capita income
and family income? How is it distributed? Where
in the state is income high and where is it low?
How does Alaska compare to the rest of the
nation? And are we getting richer, poorer or
holding steady? The discussion will also address
some of the strengths and weaknesses of these
income measures and how they might be best
interpreted.
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Personal income: a comprehensive measure

Each year the U.S. Department of Commerce’s
Bureau of Economic Analysis releases personal
income data for Alaska and all other states.
The same information is also released for every
borough, county, parish and census area in

the nation, allowing for regional economic
performance comparisons. Per capita income is
considered a good measure of economic well-
being because it includes income generated
through work and investments, as well as
transfer payments (essentially government
payments).

Alaska’s per capita income ranks [3th

Alaska’s 2004 per capita income of $34,454,
up by $1,241 or 3.7 percent from 2003, puts
Alaska in 13th place among all 50 states. (See
Exhibit 1.) This ranking has changed little in
the past four years. Alaska reached its peak in
1975 as No. 1 in the United States and held
the distinction for over a decade. At the onset
of the state’s most severe economic recession
in 1986, total personal income actually fell two
consecutive years. (See Exhibit 2.) As a result,
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the state’s per capita income picture changed
dramatically relative to the country’s, shrinking
the gap from 38 percent above the national
average in 1985 to 15 percent three years later.
(See Exhibit 3.)

In the 1990s, Alaska’s relative position fell
again as its economy grew a bit slower than

the national economy. The state experienced
strong growth in the lower-wage industries such
as retail and other services and weaker growth
—and in some cases actual losses — in its high-
wage industries such as oil, timber and fishing.
The low point was in 2000 when Alaska’s per
capita income fell to a near-identical level with
the U.S. average. (See Exhibit 4.)

The national economy went into a recession

in 2001, which Alaska managed to avoid. This
in turn meant the state enjoyed some above-
average years in personal income growth,
relative to the rest of the country, that effectively
pushed up its ranking by a few slots and placed
per capita income roughly 5 percent above the
national average. But inflation-adjusted per
capita income has changed little from 2000 to
2004 and since 1990 it has grown by only a half
percent per year.

Per capita income varies significantly
around the state

Alaska’s income disparity is often split along
rural and urban lines. (See Exhibit 5.) In

most of the state’s rural areas, the per capita
income is below both statewide and national
averages. When the cost-of-living is considered,
these disparities grow even larger. High
unemployment and a general lack of economic
opportunities in Alaska’s rural areas help explain
these differences. The fact that families in rural
areas tend to be larger and the population tends
to be younger further depresses rural income.
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Alaska’s Per Capita Income
Percent of U.S. average, 2004

Per Capita

Income

Connecticut $45,398
Massachusetts $41,801
New Jersey $41,332
Maryland $39,247
New York $38,228
New Hampshire $37,040
Colorado $36,063
Delaware $35,861
Minnesota $35,861
Virginia $35,477
Washington $35,299
California $35,019
Alaska $34,454
lllinois $34,351
Wyoming $34,306
Rhode Island $33,733
Nevada $33,405
Pennsylvania $33,348
U.S. Average $32,937
Vermont $32,770
Hawaii $32,160
Wisconsin $32,157
Michigan $31,954
Florida $31,455
North Dakota $31,398
Nebraska $31,339
Ohio $31,322
South Dakota $30,856
Kansas $30,811
Missouri $30,608
Maine $30,566
lowa $30,560
Texas $30,222
Indiana $30,094
Georgia $30,051
Tennessee $30,005
Oregon $29,971
North Carolina $29,246
Arizona $28,442
Oklahoma $28,089
Alabama $27,795
Kentucky $27,709
Louisiana $27,581
South Carolina $27,172
Idaho $27,098
Montana $26,857
Utah $26,606
New Mexico $26,191
West Virginia $25,872
Arkansas $25,725
Mississippi $24,650

Percent of
U.S. Average
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Moderate Personal Income Growth Transfer income generally plays a much bigger

Alaska role in rural Alaska’s income picture. For
example, in the Wade Hampton Census Area,
12% which is part of the Yukon-Kuskokwim region,
Percent Changes from per capita income is the lowest in the state — less
10% Previous Year than half the statewide average. The census area

is made up of small communities with little cash
income. It has the state’s youngest population;
the median age is 19.3 versus 33.3 statewide.
Nearly 45 percent of the census area’s income
comes from transfer payments. And if one

were to include a cost-of-living adjustment, the
disparity in income would rise even higher.
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But it is also important to remember that there
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis have above—average incomes, includin g the
Denali, Bristol Bay and North Slope boroughs.
And there are urban areas that have a per capita
income below the statewide average, such as
the Fairbanks North Star and Matanuska-Susitna
Close to the National Average boroughs.

Alaska’s per capita income
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Important facts influence personal per
capita income
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Wages and salaries generate most
personal income

Total net earnings in Alaska — the work-related
portion of income —was $16 billion in 2004,
which represented 70.7 percent of total
personal income. (See Exhibit 6.) Nationwide,
net earnings represented 69.4 percent of the
total. The Bureau of Economic Analysis released
data that show the wage and salary earnings in
2004 represent roughly 84 percent of Alaska’s
total net earnings; the remaining 16 percent
stemmed from self-employment. In the United
States, earnings from wage and salary jobs
carried slightly more weight, accounting for 85
percent versus 15 percent for self-employment.
The slightly higher proportion of income derived
from self-employment earnings in Alaska is not
surprising, considering that commercial fishing
and tourism are basic sector industries and

both offer ample employment opportunities for
entrepreneurs.

Two additional sources of income exist

In Alaska, investment income such as dividends,
interest and rent contributed 14.7 percent

to total personal income and the remainder,
14.6 percent, consisted of transfer payments.
Nationally, investment contributions amounted
to 16.0 percent of the U.S. total and transfer
payments were 14.5 percent of the total.
Alaska’s lower proportion of dividend, interest
and rent income most likely reflects that the
state has an essentially young population with
fewer older people — those who tend to receive
more investment income. The share equality

of transfer payments between Alaska and

the United States comes as a bit of a surprise
because the Alaska Permanent Fund dividends
account for a substantial part of the statewide
transfer payment amount.
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Per Capita Income
Alaska and U.S., 1985-2004
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Alaska Per Capita Income by Area
Area income, 2003

Percent of
Statewide
Income Income

Statewide $33,213
Aleutians East Borough $24,522 74
Aleutians West Census Area $25,885 78
Anchorage, Municipality of $37,750 114
Bethel Census Area $22,883 69
Bristol Bay Borough $40,769 123
Denali Borough $39,487 119
Dillingham Census Area $28,485 86
Fairbanks North Star Borough $30,583 92
Haines Borough $35,542 107
Juneau, City and Borough of $36,668 110
Kenai Peninsula Borough $29,362 88
Ketchikan Gateway Borough $38,343 115
Kodiak Island Borough $29,479 89
Lake and Peninsula Borough $22,697 68
Matanuska-Susitna Borough $29,483 89
Nome Census Borough $24,774 75
North Slope Borough $36,613 110
Northwest Arctic Borough $24,425 74
Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan Census Area  $21,492 65
Sitka, City and Borough of $31,467 95
Skagway-Hoonah-Angoon Census Area $34,508 104
Southeast Fairbanks Census Area $28,404 86
Valdez-Cordova Census Area $33,321 100
Wade Hampton Census Area $15,748 47
Wrangell-Petersburg Census Area $31,861 96
Yakutat, City and Borough of $31,352 94
Yukon-Koyukuk Census Area $22,907 69

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Sources of Personal Income, 2004
Alaska’s totals $22.6 billion

Net earnings’
70.7%

$16 billion Transfer payments’®

$3.3 billion 14.6%

$3.3 billion

Investment income
14.7%

1 work-related portion of income
2 essentially government payments

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis

Transfer payments redistribute income

Transfer payments largely derive from
government payments and underscore the
government’s important role aside from being a
large employer. In Alaska, the state and federal
governments’ contributions to state personal
income exceeded $3.3 billion in 2004. (As of
early October 2005, the breakdown of Alaska’s
2004 transfer payments wasn't available.)
Alaska’s transfer payments in 2003 were also
nearly $3.3 billion. More than $1.2 billion, or 38
percent of the total transfer payments, was spent
for medical benefits. Those included health care
payments for Alaska Natives, Medicare benefit
recipients and others who qualify for additional
medical assistance. Military medical insurance
benefits for active duty and retired personnel
are also included. Most of these payments come
from federal sources.

The second largest transfer payment to Alaska
residents, $691 million, is captured under

the “other transfer receipts to individuals”
category, a 20.9-percent share of all government
payments. The largest share is the Alaska
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Permanent Fund dividend. In 2003, the

state sent $660 million in dividend checks to
595,567 people, adding more than $1,100 to
the per capita income. Although the amount
varies from year to year, the Alaska Permanent
Fund has become a perennial contributor to
income. Additional payments from the Bureau
of Indian Affairs belong in this group as well as
payments made for disaster relief, crime-victim
compensation and other special purposes.

Retirement and disability insurance pay was
$596 million in 2003, which made up 18.2
percent of the public money flowing to private
individuals or businesses. Ninety-six percent of
the retirement and disability insurance pay was
from old age, survivors” and disability insurance
benefits. Workers’ compensation and other
government retirement and disability insurance
benefits made up the remaining share.

Alaskans received $336 million in income
maintenance benefits in 2003, which was 10.3
percent of the government payments they
received that year. These benefit payments,
which pay for programs such as supplemental
security income, family assistance, food stamps
and other supplements, are often referred to as
the welfare component. Payments from federal
and state unemployment insurance programs
totaled $166 million in 2003, a 5.1-percent
share. Veteran benefits amounted to over $117
million, or 3.6 percent of all transfer payments.

Alaskans’ investment and property
income is $3.3 billion

In 2004, investors and landlords added over $3.3
billion to the state’s personal income account,
contributing 14.7 percent of the total. Investment
income includes dividend distributions from
private holdings in corporate stock or interest
earned from all sources. Real estate property
rental income is measured after subtracting rental
property expenses, including the depreciation of
fixed assets, from the gross rental income.
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Roughly $1 billion leaves Alaska The Census Bureau’s income statistics
encompass all types of money received during

Personal income data is adjusted for residency, 4 12-month span by economic units that
which in Alaska’s case means a sizeable portion benefit families or households. Those include
of income is earned in the state but spent total earnings received from employment; the

elsewhere. In other words, nonresidents working  Net income'of people who are .self—employed;
in Alaska earned $1 billion in 2004, representing investment income such as dividends, interest

nearly 5 percent of all income, but they likely and rents including royalties and payments
spent it in their home states. The amount is not  from trust funds; Social Security income; and
surprising in light of the fact that 18.1 percent supplemental security income for the needy,
of all workers in Alaska don't live in Alaska. aged, blind or disabled. They also include public
A positive in this picture is the trend — each assistance income other than non-cash benefits;
succeeding decade this economic leakage retirement and disability incomes of union
shrinks. or former public-sector employees, workers’
compensation, receipts from annuities, IRAs
Household and family income are also ~ and Keogh plans; and other income such as
important gauges of well-being veteran payments, alimony and child support,

payments received from people not living in the
The U.S. Census Bureau measures other sources household, military pay supplements and other

of income. It surveys people throughout the kinds of periodic income other than earnings.
United States monthly and estimates household
and family income in its Amerlcan Cgmmunlty More Earners, ngher Income
Survey. The 2004 survey is based on income Alaska’ dian familv i 2004
information from 3,981 Alaskan households. askas median family Income,
Median
Family and household income focuses on the Family
wealth of similar but distinct economic units Income
living under one roof. The distinction between Total $66.254
family and household is the relationship No earners $32.104
between householders or members within such One earner $43.709
units. Family members under one roof share a Two earners $77,159
home and are related to one another by birth, Three earners or more $100,896

marriage or adoption. Households are units
that consist of one or several members whose
bond is the joint living arrangement, not their

Source: U.S. Census Bureau’s 2004 American Community Survey

relationship. Families and households are not Income by Famlly Size
mutually exclusive economic units — often they Alaska’s median family income, 2004
are identical. )
Median
: . e Family
The American Community Survey identifies Income
members of a household or a family as those Total $66.254
who shared the living arrangement with the T(\:vs- erson families $59’980
householder for all or part of the 12 months P " '

. h h K ) Three-person families $68,140
previous to when the count was taken. Since Four-person families $76,369
the Census Bureau counts the income of Five-person families $66,881
only people 15 years old or older, actual Six-person families $63.625
local household or family income may be Families of seven or more  $60,772

understated. Source: U.S. Census Bureau’s 2004 American Community Survey
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Alaska High in Household Income

U.S. median household income, 2004

Median

Household

Rank Income
1 New Jersey $61,359
2 Connecticut $50,528
3 Maryland $57,424
4 Alaska $57,027
5 Massachusetts $55,658
6 New Hampshire $55,580
7 Hawaii $53,554
8 Virginia $51,689
9 California $51,185
10 Minnesota $50,860
11 Delaware $50,315
12 lllinois $48,953
13 Rhode Island $48,722
14 Colorado $48,198
15 Washington $47,659
16 New York $47,349
17 Utah $47,074
18 Vermont $46,543
19 Wisconsin $45,315
20 Michigan $44,905
U.S. Average $44,684

21 Nevada $44,646
22 Wyoming $44,275
23 Georgia $43,037
24 Pennsylvania $42,941
25 Ohio $42,240
26 Indiana $42,195
27 Maine $42,163
28 Arizona $41,995
29 Oregon $41,794
30 Texas $41,759
31 Nebraska $41,657
32 Kansas $41,638
33 Missouri $41,473
34 lowa $41,350
35 Florida $41,236
36 Idaho $39,934
37 South Carolina $39,837
38 North Dakota $39,447
39 North Carolina $39,428
40 Tennessee $38,794
41 South Dakota $38,472
42 Alabama $36,709
43 New Mexico $36,043
44 Oklahoma $35,357
45 Kentucky $35,269
46 Montana $35,239
47 Louisiana $35,110
48 Arkansas $32,983
49 Mississippi $31,642
50 West Virginia $31,504

Source: U.S. Census Bureau’s 2004 American Community Survey
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Because many households often just have
one person, the average household income is
usually less than the average family income.
Consequently, the size of the household or
family plays an important role.

In Alaska in 2004, the median household size
was 2.78 while the median family size was 3.32.
Inflation-adjusted median household income in
Alaska was $57,027 and median family income
was $66,254. (See Exhibits 7-9.) Median income
values are midpoints. They show that 50 percent
of all household or family units had incomes
below the median and the other 50 percent had
incomes higher than the median. While family
income linearly increases with the number

of earners, additional family members do not
always result in gains.

The demographic composition of households
or families often determines their income
status. The Census Bureau identified a four-
person family to be the wealthiest unit in
Alaska, with an average income of $76,369

in 2004. (See Exhibit 8.) This statistic may be
somewhat surprising because the vast majority
of these households receive Alaska Permanent
Fund dividend checks. One might make the
assumption that the larger the family, the
higher the income. However, the exclusion

of income of people under age 15 negates in
part the incremental growth due to additional
household or family members. Specific family
circumstances also help clarify why larger
families do not accumulate more than smaller
units. For example, large families with young
children may have to rely on fewer wage earners
because spouses are staying home to care for
the children. The Census Bureau found that
in 21 other states the four-person family also
commanded the highest income.
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Compared to other states, Alaska in 2004 ranked
fourth in terms of household income and sixth

in family income. (See Exhibits 9 and 10.) One
reason for Alaska’s high ranking is its high labor-
force participation rate, which was 72.4 percent
— the highest in the nation. The labor force
participation rate is basically the proportion of
the adult population in the labor force. A reason
Alaska’s is high is because it has so few retirees.

Among U.S. cities with populations over 65,000,
Anchorage was second to only San Jose, Calif., in
both the median household and family income
categories. (See Exhibit 11.) Anchorage has
Alaska'’s largest and most diverse labor market.

Alaska has the most equally distributed
income in the nation

After measuring the distribution of income for
the nation and all 50 states, the Census Bureau
determined Alaska’s income was more equally
distributed than any other state. (See Exhibit 12.)
The Census Bureau used income results from the
2000 Census and applied the accepted statistical
measurement, the “Gini coefficient,” to identify
income inequality or income concentration.

Its ratio ranges from O to 1, with O indicating
perfect equality and 1 perfect inequality. With
the latter, one person would have all the income
and the rest would have none. According to the
Census Bureau, Alaska’s income distribution has
changed little over the past three decades. In
comparison, income inequality has increased in
the United States over time. Why Alaska holds
this spot isn’t fully understood. Some possible
reasons include Alaska’s large public-sector work
force, the fact that residents get yearly Alaska
Permanent Fund dividends, there’s less poverty
in Alaska, the state is relatively young and
doesn’t have much “old wealth” and most of the
“super rich” live elsewhere.
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Alaska Sixth Nationally
U.S. median family income, 2004

Median

Family

Rank Income
1 New Jersey $73,973
2 Connecticut $73,458
3 Maryland $69,695
4 Massachusetts $68,701
5 New Hampshire $67,848
6 Alaska $66,254
7 Hawaii $63,813
8 Minnesota $62,538
9 Virginia $61,309
10 lllinois $60,387
11 Delaware $60,352
12 Rhode Island $58,978
13 Colorado $58,849
14 California $58,327
15 Washington $57,478
16 New York $56,556
17 Vermont $55,819
18 Wisconsin $55,780
19 Michigan $55,778
20 Wyoming $54,935
U.S. Average $53,692

21 Pennsylvania $53,680
22 Kansas $53,541
23 Nebraska $52,472
24 Utah $52,286
25 Indiana $52,267
26 Ohio $51,966
27 Nevada $51,722
28 lowa $51,505
29 Maine $51,372
30 North Dakota $51,020
31 Oregon $51,011
32 Missouri $50,819
33 Georgia $49,745
34 Florida $49,461
35 South Dakota $49,380
36 Texas $49,086
37 Arizona $48,995
38 South Carolina $47,680
39 Tennessee $47,530
40 North Carolina $47,112
41 Idaho $46,586
42 Alabama $45,768
43 Montana $44,958
44 Oklahoma $44,508
45 Kentucky $43,953
46 Louisiana $42,886
47 New Mexico $42,240
48 West Virginia $40,827
49 Arkansas $39,945
50 Mississippi $39,319

Source: U.S. Census Bureau’s 2004 American Community Survey
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U.S. Cities with Top Income
Household and family income, 2004

Household

Rank Income
1 San Jose, Calif. $71,765
2 Anchorage $61,595
3 San Francisco $60,031
4 Viriginia Beach, Va. $55,781
5 San Diego $51,382
6 Anaheim, Calif. $49,622
7 Raleigh, N.C. $47,878
8 Seattle $46,650
9 Washington, D.C. $46,574
10 Honolulu, Hawaii $46,500
Family

Rank Income
1 San Jose, Calif. $77,232
2 Anchorage $73,840
3 San Francisco $68,667
4 Seattle $65,080
5 Raleigh, N.C. $64,908
6 Viriginia Beach, Va. $60,926
7 Honolulu, Hawaii $60,618
8 San Diego $59,818
9 Arlington, Texas $58,924
10 Charlotte, N.C. $58,116

Source: U.S. Census Bureau’s 2004 American Community Survey
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Differences exist between per capita
and family or household income

Although various income measures contain
similar elements, they cannot be compared
directly. There are major differences between
the Bureau of Economic Analysis’ data
collection and the Census Bureau’s methods.
The Bureau of Economic Analysis derives its
income information mainly from business and
government administrative records. The Census
Bureau obtains its data through its household
survey, the American Community Survey, where
householders provide the information about
their income.

The definitions of income between the two
agencies are also different. The Bureau of
Economic Analysis includes “in kind” income,
such as medical vendor payments for specific
populations, including Medicare payments. It
also includes government-employee pension
contributions in gross pay. Therefore, its per
capita income amount is usually higher than the
Census Bureau's figure.

Alaskans earn $39,054 in annual average
earnings in 2004

Annual average wage and salary income is
another important measure. It’s simply a count
of payroll and jobs. It comes from dividing

the state’s total wage and salary payroll by

the average annual number of jobs. But it has
to be used with caution, because there are
some things it doesn’t say. For instance, it's a
count of jobs, not individuals with jobs, and it
doesn't reflect the cases where one individual
has several jobs. It doesn’t distinguish between
full-time and part-time jobs and doesn't include
self-employment.
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Despite its shortcomings, the annual average
wage and salary income measure does provide
some insight into an area’s income-generating
capacity. Since wages and salaries make up
nearly 57 percent of all personal income, it is
not surprising that Alaska’s annual wage and per
capita income ranking are quite similar. And the
historic trend of the two is similar as well.

As recently as 1995, Alaska’s average annual
earnings ranked fifth in the United States,
making its average 17 percent above the
nation’s. However, by 2004, Alaska’s average
earnings fell to 15th among the states; earnings,
at $39,054, were nearly 1 percent below the
national average. (See Exhibit 13.) Per capita
income has also fallen to near the U.S. average.
Slower overall wage growth and strong growth
in lower-wage employment has put a damper
on Alaska’s broad wage picture. In recent years
it has hovered around the national average.
After adjusting the average annual earnings

for inflation, the adjusted earnings figure has
changed very little over the past decade. (See
Exhibit 14.)

Oil and gas wages remain in their own
league

Subsets of the average annual earnings are
earnings by industry. Long hours, high wages and
a year-round work force keep the oil and gas
industry’s average wages on the top — they're
nearly three times as high as the overall average
earnings. On the opposite side of the wage
spectrum is the leisure and hospitality industry,
which largely consists of hotels and eating and
drinking places. (See Exhibit 15.) Its employment
characteristics include lower wages — tips are
underrepresented — as well as seasonal work,
and to a larger extent, part-time work. All other
industries fall somewhere in between these
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Alaska Most Equally Distributed

Gini coefficient of household income, 1999

Gini

Rank Coefficient
1 Alaska 0.402
2 Utah 0.410
3 Wisconsin 0.413
4 New Hampshire 0.414
5 lowa 0.418
6 Vermont 0.423
7 Indiana 0.424
8 Nebraska 0.424
9 Minnesota 0.426
10 Idaho 0.427
11 Wyoming 0.428
12 Deleware 0.429
13 North Dakota 0.429
14 Hawaii 0.434
15 Maine 0.434
16 Maryland 0.434
17 South Dakota 0.434
18 Kansas 0.435
19 Montana 0.436
20 Washington 0.436
21 Colorado 0.438
22 Oregon 0.438
23 Nevada 0.439
24 Michigan 0.440
25 Ohio 0.441
26 Missouri 0.449
27 Virginia 0.449
28 Arizona 0.450
29 North Carolina 0.452
30 Pennsylvania 0.452
31 South Carolina 0.454
32 Oklahoma 0.455
33 lllinois 0.456
34 Rhode Island 0.457
35 Arkansas 0.458
36 New Jersey 0.460
37 New Mexico 0.460
38 Georgia 0.461
39 Massachusetts 0.463
U.S. Average 0.463

40 Tennessee 0.465
41 Kentucky 0.468
42 West Virginia 0.468
43 Florida 0.470
44 Texas 0.470
45 California 0.475
46 Alabama 0.475
47 Connecticut 0.477
48 Mississippi 0.478
49 Louisiana 0.483
50 New York 0.499

Source: U.S. Census Bureau’s 2000 Census
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Earnings by State
Annual wage and salary, 2004

Rank Earnings
1 Connecticut $50,987
2 New York $49,905
3 Massachusetts $48,987
4 New Jersey $48,042
5 California $44,622
6 Maryland $42 587
7 Delaware $42,494
8 Illinois $42,278
9 Virginia $40,537

10 Minnesota $40,397

11 Michigan $40,371

12 Colorado $40,285

13 Washington $39,357

U.S. Average $39,348

14 New Hampshire $39,177

15 Alaska $39,054

16 Pennsylvania $38,545

17 Texas $38,521

18 Georgia $37,857

19 Rhode Island $37,614

20 Nevada $37,107

21 Arizona $36,664

22 Ohio $36,445

23 Oregon $35,625

24 Hawaii $35,199

25 Florida $35,149

26 Tennessee $34,932

27 Missouri $34,855

28 North Carolina $34,787

29 Wisconsin $34,742

30 Indiana $34,689

31 Alabama $33,414

32 Vermont $33,273

33 Kentucky $33,135

34 Kansas $32,737

35 Utah $32,169

36 lowa $32,091

37 Maine $31,925

38 Louisiana $31,837

39 South Carolina $31,831

40 Nebraska $31,503

41 New Mexico $31,398

42 Wyoming $31,210

43 Oklahoma $30,741

44 West Virginia $30,384

45 Arkansas $30,236

46 Idaho $29,869

47 North Dakota $28,976

48 Mississippi $28,531

49 South Dakota $28,281

50 Montana $27,829

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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two industries. Because there has been strong
employment growth in those industries with
below-average wages such as retail and leisure
and hospitality, and losses in industries such as
oil and gas, the overall average has struggled to
make headway. There are exceptions, such as
the construction industry, where earnings are
high and growth over the past decade has been
impressive.

Summary — Alaska’s income story is
mixed

All kinds of income measures exist to help assess
Alaskans” economic well-being and they all tell
a different story. Alaskans’ per capita income

is now 5 percent higher than the U.S. average,
but that’s a far cry from the 38 percent above
the U.S. average it was in 1985, just before
Alaska’s economic recession that began in 1986.
The annual wage story is similar. The median
household income estimate, though, tells a very
different story: Alaska’s now ranks as the fourth
highest in the nation — a full 28 percent above
the national average. And when it comes to
income distribution, Alaska’s is the most equally
distributed in the country. Yet income disparities
do exist, as proven by local-area per capita
comparisons. Usually, but not always, these
income gaps fall along urban/rural lines.
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Earnings Have Changed Little in the Last 10 Years 1 4

Alaska’s average annual earnings, 2004 dollars
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Source: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section

How the Earnings Picture Stacks Up in Alaska 15

Alaska’s average annual wage and salary earnings, 2004

Oil and Gas

Construction

$96,539
$52,896
$48,060
$47,460
$41,724
$41,268
$40,008
$38,616
$35,580
$33,684
$25,764

$25,344

$17,220

Information

Transportation and Warehousing
Government

Professional and Business Svcs.
Financial Activities

Statewide Average

Education and Health Svcs.
Manufacturing

Retail Trade

Other Services

Leisure and Hospitality

Source: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section
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