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EMPLOYMENT 
By J oh n Van Houten 

R
esearch and Analysis' most recent emp loymem est ima lt~s and 
projec tions ind ica te a contin ua tion of a trend, similar to the 
national trend, tha t has been ev ident for severa l years in Alaska. 

Rapid exp ansion of high technology has focused a ttention on high-tech 
occupa tions associated with compUlers, communications, and robo ts. 
T hese areas, which have grown faster than th e economy as a whole, are 
expected to con tinue to grow faster. T echnology advances notwithstanding , 
high-tech jobs will remain a small slice of the employment p ie. Tradi tional 
occupations will offer by far the grea test nu m ber of employment oppor 
tun ities now and th rough the 1980' . T he majority of job o penings wi ll 
con tinue to be in clerica l, service, maintenance and production occu pa
tions. 

This a rticle is the first of two coveri ng Research and Analysis' mO$t recent 
occupational em ploym ent estimates and projections. A subsequent issue 
of A Las ka E conomic T rends will conta in a detailed outlook for some 230 
specific 0 cupations in Ala$ ka, Anchorage, and Fairbanks. The fo ll owi ng 
pie charts and bar graph are useful in gaining a perspective of Alaska 
em ployme nt patterns and occu pational opportuni ties . T hey give com
parison s of estimated em ployment distribu tion, by bo th major occupa
tional groups and industries, among the n ited States , Alaska statewide, 
six geographical regions, Anchorage, and Fai rba nks. T he followi ng are 
some highlights of the information contained in the charts and graphs: 

* 	Service workers (which incl ude janitors/ cleaners, waiters/ waitresses, 
and food service workers ) are p rojected to have the la rgest increase 
in perc ntage of total .i obs between 1979 and 1988. 

* 	 Maintenance and production occupations accou nt for 29% of 
Alaskan employment followed by clerica l jobs at 21 %. 

* 	 An chorage-MatSu region accoun ted for half of a ll Al aska 's em
ployment in 1983 . 

* 	G overnment (federal , sta te, local ) accounts for about 30% of Alaskan 
employment followed by trade industries with about 20% 

* 	 Sales occupations in Alaska account for 5% of the employment; in 
the Un ited States they account for 12%. 



* Professionals' slice of the employmen t pie is fairly constan t in all 6 
Alaskan regions; a high of 16% i - in [he Southeast, a low of 10.9% in 
the Gulf Coast region . 

* Maintenance and produ tion workers have a high of 48% in Alaska's 
Northern region and a low of 22.1 %in Anchorage-MatSu; 30% of thl 
U .S. employment is in maintenance and production occupations. 

In th~ following graphs F.I.R .E. stands fo r Finance Insurance and Real 
Estate. 
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