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The copper deposits at Chignik, on the Alaska
Peninsuia: those near Denall: and at the site of the
former Kennecott Corp. mine near MeCarthy hold
promise for development in this region.
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cepﬁer ores.  Isolation  and f effect on the study of the potential there. Much more
transportation in and out of A ol activity is forecast for the summer of ‘72, The State
other developments. Certain polio & Geolo Survey predicts that this deposit could
federsl level have reserved ve ! new major copper producing area
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{1} The iron ore deposits near Port Snettisham, 50 ds heast Alasks contains nearly all
miles south of Juneau. the deposits in Alaska, primarily in

y Yakobi island, at Funter Bay, near
Glacier Bay National i@émmeﬁ
ar Sitka. The importance
mineral s W’Qé} ted to
scale exploitation of these
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{21 The alluvial fron ore deposits in the v
lukwan, north of Haines, Alaska.

{3) lron ore deposits on Prince of Wales Island.

The key to the development of an iron ore extraction
facility at Snertisham is the avsilabili i
amounts of electrical power ﬁ%@{ée:‘é
concentration plant. This need wil é}:
when the U. 3. Army Corps of Emny
the Snettisham Power Project
electricity for the City of Juneau
operations that would be developed. Pre
Marcona Corp. holds an option on the o
at Snettisham, and has received 2 tax credit from ’é:b
State of Alaska in the event the company does
establish an ore concentration plant.
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everish gold mining activity in the
5 century, the Seward Peninsula
aga%f’z fzsmif‘%z} into preeminence
Another iron ore deposit with great potential for 8 vy years of obscurity and  inactivity.
development is the Klukwan deposit, t by ey aware for many vears of the
of the Pacific. Iron Ore z?EV, g deposits in the area, but only in
subsidiary of the giant Mitsubishi Corp. o : exploitation of these resources’
spent several miilion dollars on @&mg 3 The reason for the™
potential of these deposits and i?% the Seward Peninsula
establishing a huge ore concentrato i th { res i ospect of a large-scale
project does go ahead, approxim 30 persons rite ! s%zé:sszzfés; mine at Lost River,
would be employed in the é@%?’%%ﬁ ¢ i r Lape f Wa Canadian firm, Pan
deposits is of very low quality and PCE Explorations} has
of titanium which reguires consi fing mwgfa"‘n on the
removed. Current studies are visg:m?r* of a large scale
economic Teasibility of hauling ainty. The development of
titanium conteminated ore 1o Japan for a. is ¢ not only because of the direct
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come, as reserves are deemed sufficient %E’E f%fg erm
“exploitation. With p%asnimg and coordination, an
ntegrateé system of mining could %% devel @gﬁ ed such
as in the Sudbury Basin of Ontario

in addition to direct employment benefits,
development of the Lost River and other depo
in the Seward Peninsula region would have substantia §
positive effects on the entire economy of the region.
PCE is contemplating the construction of a 5,000
foot dock facility at Lost River to load ore
concentrates for shipment, which could easily serve
as a containership facility to supply residents of this
area with the goods that their economy needs. Mining
could provide the base for a ?*3?&%%} Qi‘ji‘s%"éw{"%y irn an
area that is now supported only by seasonal industries
and federal government g};@gw s,
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INTERIOR ALASKA

Although very few known mineral deposits in the
Interior look likely for production, most authorities
agree the potential of this region is as great as any
in Alaska, and that the next five vears should 3

a burgeoning of activity in the area. The catalyst |

this activity is the Trans-Alaska pipsline gz"‘%f”g ?ﬁ;%
road, which will cut through the heart of the Interic
providing access to mineral deposits for both
exploratory and developmental purposes. There s
knowledge of low-grade copper deposits along th
route of the pipeline, and the availability of 3 ro
connection could provide the necessary impety
develop these deposits. Further, It iz believed
more extensive surveying of the interior region,
other regions, will unearth significant m%s‘%&g !
depasits that sre not presently known, and that 1
additional surveving holds the key o develop ﬁm%
of the mining industry in the | enti

State of Alaska.
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ALASKA'S ECONOMY IN
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laska econome

seemn 1o be holding their own “é%%*’" winter, as
construction  and  manufacturing  employment

maintain last vyear’s levels. Only mining shows s
decresze in employment, down 50U from last vesr
due 1o cutbacks in oll exploration this winter,

it has throughout the winter, the m%ﬁéz’ég
industry continued to show depressed levels Qf

employment when compared to the same month las

vear. The drop from December to January was ’é@%
’jﬁgiﬁzzmg with the decline again due to reduced
activity in the oil and gas sector. The low levels of

lustry are expected to continue

’Q%@%é%’% %s’% the ind
until hardrock mining begins anew in the spring.
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