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Manufacturing Employment May Trend Below 1970's Levels: Employment in seafood 
processing which accounts for the largest portion of manufacturing employment 
will probably fall below 1970's levels in 1971. This will cause employment in 
manufacturing as a whole to be lower over the year. Last season saw one of 
the largest salmon packs in Alaska's history. This outsized pack resulted in 
much higher employment than normal during the peak salmon canning months. 
However, in spite of lower levels of employment in salmon canning during the 
upcoming fiscal year the industry's broad outlook is far from bleak. In the 
northern portion of the State, Native owned and run cooperatives have begun to 
exert a good deal of economic pressure, both as a source of employment for area 
residents, and as a market for salmon caught by local fishermen. In South­
central Alaska a number of new facilities are being built to handle a wider 
variety of seafood. Furthermore, established operations are being modified to 
process addi onal species. net result of this diversification will be to 
reduce the seasonal character f what has been the most seasonal of Alaska's 
industries. This, in turn produce more stable employment for Alaskans 
engaged in seafood processi related occupations during the upcoming year and 
thereafter. 

Alaska 1
S timber industry shoul continue its long term growth during 1971. 

New sawmills in both the l and Southeastern regions of the State 
will add at least 100 new n primary processing as well as creating add-
itional employment among loggi contractors. Demands for round logs and some 
cut lumber from North Slope operators should keep interior and nothern Alaska 
timber cutters fairly busy during 1971. As in previous years, Japan will con­
tinue to be the major buyer of Alaskan timber products. 

Air Transportation On The Rebound: After an extremely bad year for Alaska's 
air cargo industry brought about by the precipitous decline in North Slope oil 
activity, ings appear to on the upswing. The drop in Arctic petroleum 
operations appears to have 1 ed off. Indications are that activity will at 
least remain constant until line work begins. With no massive sealift, such 
as occurred last year, the a route will be the only means of getting in sup-
plies to North Slope facili Although air cargo activity between Fairbanks 
and the Arctic will fall far ow calendar year 1969's fantastic levels it 
should still be suffici air cargo operators fairly busy. 

With tourism in Alaska expected resume its long term growth during the coming 
year passenger carrying airlines should also increase their employment. In fact 
if some optimis c projec ons by travel industry come to pass, passenger 
carrying ai nes could one of the best years in the State's history. 
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ACS Transfer Spurs Communications And Utilities Employment: Employment in the 
communications sector will show a sharp increase during 1971. Responsible in 
part for s expected gain is the transfer of the Alaska Communication System to 
priva ownership which took place during early 1971. (It should be noted that 
the trans resulted i a corresponding decline in federal employment). Also 
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Tourism To Help Growth In Trade And tourism, declining 
unemployment, and population ne to cause employment in the 
retail sector of trade This gain should exceed that 
which was noted during lizes and job prospects get 
better, Alaskan consumers ncli to spend money, much to the 
joy of the State's ilers, Tourism the entrance of new consumers into 
the economy will increase consumption causing further employment growth 
among retail ou 1 should continue to expand due to gains 
in the retail sector areas of the economy, particularly communica-
tions and services. 
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However, even with the new budget consciousness, State employment is expected 
to grow during 1971 as the State continues to take over past federal functions. 
The relinquishing of Bureau of Indian Affairs schools to the State operated 
school system will continue as in the past. In addition, the creation of a 
new Department of Environment>should it occur, would also create considerable 
State government employment. 

Employment in local government is expected to expand as the result of a growing 
population. Also,many sources of federal monies can be made available to help 
the financial needs of askan towns. These services will continue to grow 
with the needs and wants of the people. 

COMMERCIAL SHERMEN ESTIMATE: An Economic Analysis paper exploring the impact 
of commerci fishermen on aska's workforce has been prepared by the Research 
and Analysis staff and is available to the public. The paper presents 
employment estimates on commerc al fishermen by month for the years 1965, 1966 
and 1967. Annual averages are presented for these years and 1968, 1969 and 1970. 
This paper represents the rst step in what is hoped will turn into a detailed 
study of Alaska's commercial sherman. This paper represents the first time 
isolated monthly employment res have been presented on commercial fishermen 
in Alaska. Estimates were from Department of Fish and Game fish tickets 
and International Paci c Hali t Commission estimates. Copies of the paper 

be obtained by ting: Department of Labor, Research and Analysis Section, 
Box 3-7000 Juneau, Alaska 99801. 

MANPOWER PROGRAM ON STUDY: Since 1962 the Departments of Labor 
and Educa on have trained some 5000 Alaskans under the Manpower Development and 
Training Act. However, while the programs involved have appeared successful, 
scant follow-up informa on has been compiled to support the assumption that 
this training is an effective means of getting the disadvantaged person into 
Alaska•s economic mainstream. 

In hopes of filli the voi s ng from this lack of follow-up information, 
Research and Analysis is pres engaged in developing a computerized method 
of evalua ng various trai ng programs. Results of the study will be 
primarily intended for ved in the administration of various manpower 
programs (MOTA Job Corps, N, , etc.). Since the administration of training 
programs crosses division and rtment lines, Labor's Manpower Training Division 
and Employment Security Divisi as l as Education's Vocational and Adult 
Education Division are involved in project. The information system will 
be directed towards answering the following questions on a continuous basis: 

a) many nees find employment after training? 
b) How many trainees nding employment are employed 

ated occupations? 
c) oyed trainees earning a higher income 

training has been received? 


