
Table 2 
Vacancy Rates for Anchorage 

By Type of Housing Unit 
1985 and 1987 

1985 1987 

Single Family 
2-4 units' 
5 or more unit
Mobile homes 

s' 

4 .3% 
8.3 

14.4 
7.6 

7.1 % 
16.5 
26 .0 
19.9 

All structures 8.0 15.1 

Source: Municipality of Anchorage ; Department of Economic 
Development and Planning ; 1987 Anchorage Population Profile. 

, Includes zero -lot lines, condominiums and apartments. 

, Inc ludes con dominiums and apartments. 

Table 3 

Total Anchorage Population 


By Planning Area 
1985·1987 

Percent 
1985 1987 Change 

Eag le River-Chug iak 25,067 24,617 -2.8 

Anchorage Bowl 205,1 86 186,740 -9.0 
Northwest Anchorage 48,776 41,889 -14.1 
Northeast Anchorage 77,945 70,482 -9.6 
Southwest Anchorage 45,044 41,703 -7.4 
Southeast Anchorage 33,421 32,666 -2.3 

Turnagain Arm 1,607 1,374 -14.4 

Military Bases 16,403 16,386 -0 .01 

Total Anchorage 248,263 229,1 17 - 7. 7 

Source : Municipality of Anchorage ; Department of Eco nomic Development 
and Planning; 19 87 Anchorage Population Profile. 

Conclusion 

In 1988 emp loym en t d ecreases 
moderated conside rably. compared 
to the 1986 -1 987 period. Forecasts 
call for employm ent growth in la te 
1988 a nd 1989. Theory ho lds that 
popu lat ion will fo llow suit. However. 
unti l there is a st ro ng resu rgence in 
construction activity. it is unlikely that 
young male s wi ll mi grate to 
Anchorage in the num be rs they did 
du ring the 80's construction boom. 
Anchorage's futu re demographic 
characteristics will be shaped by the 
events between 1985-1 987, 

The recession has caused the male to 
fem ale population and labor force ra­
tios to approach the closest to 50/50 
in Anchorage's h isto ry. The newest 
and youngest Anchorage res idents 
tended to be the g roup of residents 
to leave because of the lack of jobs. 
In turn. Anchorage's median age a nd 
the average length of residency in­
creased. Experts believe t hese trends 
will continue. 

Anchorage Consumer Price Index 
Base Period Converted 

By John Boucher 

B 
eginning with the release of Cons umer Price Index (C PI) data fo r 
J anua ry of 1988. the Burea u of Labor S tatistics has conve rted most 
Consumer Price Indexes, including the CPI for Anchorage. to a new 
reference base year. All indexes previo us ly expressed o n a base of 

1967 = 100. o r any othe r base through December of 1981, have been rebased 
to 1982-84 =1 00. Only indexes with a base late r than December 1981 have 
maintai ned their bases. The rebasing is a result of the U.S. Gove rnment's long­
standing policy to update index bases pe riodically. 
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Selection cf the 1982-84 period as the new reference base for the Consumer 
Price Index was designed to coinc ide with the updating of consumer expendi­
ture weights, which were based upon Consumer Expenditure Surveys wh ich 
took place in 1982, 1983 and 1984. The last time the Consumer Price Index 
was converted to a new base was in 1971 when the 1967 base was substituted 
for the 1957-59 base. 

The rebasing of the Consumer Price Index is part of an ongoing five year pro­
gram begun in 1984 by the Bureau of Labor Statistics to enhance the CPI. Be­
ginning in January 1987, the CPI is now published for Anchorage on a 
semi-annual basis where before the Anchorage index was published every other 
month. The semi-annual average represents the arithmetic average of the six· 
month periods f rom J anuary to June and July to December. The semi-annual 
averages are publi shed with the release of the CPI for j uly and January. 

Historical data for each CPI series published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) on the new base are available through the Alaska Department of Labor, 
Resei.<rch and Analysis or the BLS. As a convenience to users of the CPI the 
B LS will continue to publi sh the all-items indexes for the U.S. city average, 
and for the individua l local areas for which cprs are published on their former 
official reference bases. However the BLS is encouraging all users of the CPI, 
especially those with contractual agreements providing for esca lation on the 
basis of the CPI, to inco rporate the change in the reference base in new con­
t racts or at the time of renegotiation. 

Met hod of Conversion 

Table 1 The historical index series has been 
Conversion Rate for the CPI, U.S. City and Anchorage, AK.reba sed to the new reference period 

by dividing each index value, on the CPI·U CPI-W 
Former Conversion Conversion 

Base Factor Factor 
o rigi nal base, by the average index 
value for the 1982-84 period, on the 
original base and multip lying the 

U.S . City Average 1967=100 0.3338279 0.3357175
result by 100. Conversion factors for Anchorage, AK . Oct '67 = 100 0.3746257 0.3842254 
the U.S. City average and Anchorage 
e prs are shown in Table 1. Multipli­ Using the Conversion Factor : 

cation by the conversion factor con­
Nov . 1986 CPI-U for Anchorage = 287 .8 

verts an index on the old base to the 
1982-84 base. An example of how to 287.8 • 0.3746257 = 107.8 = Dec. 1986 CPI·U on the new base. 
use the conversion facto r is also 
shown in Tab le 1. Conversion factors Divi sion by the conversion factor wi ll change an index on the 1982-84 base 

period into the fo rmer base. for all local areas for which a CP[ is 
pub lished are available from the BLS. Second Half 1987 Anchorage CPI-U = 108.1 

108.1! .3746257 = 288.5 = Second Half 1987 CPI ·U on old base. Effects of the Conversion 

Adoption of the new base period does 
not affect the measurement of per­
cent changes in a given index series Index . Index 

from one period to another, except for 
possible rounding differences. Index 

Base 
Dec. 1985 

Index 
Dec. 1986 

Index 
Point 

Change 
Percent 
Change 

point changes are however usually ef­ Oct 67 = 100 286.9 287 .8 0.9 0.3 
fected. T he example below illustrates 1982-84 = 100 107.5 107.8 0.3 0.3 
the di fferent effects of rebasing o n in­
dex po ints and percent changes. 
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Table 2 

Consumer Price Indexes for All Urban Consumers 


CPJ-U 
1982-84= 100 

Ann Avg Ail Items Ann Avg Apparel Ann Avg Ann Avg Food 
All Percent less Percent and Percent Percent and 

Year Items Change Shelter Change Upkeep Change Entertainment Change Beverage 

1960 34.4 

1961 34.5 0.3 
1962 34.7 0.6 
1963 34.8 0.3 
1964 35.0 0.6 
1965 35.3 0.9 

1966 36.3 2.8 
1967 37.2 2.5 
1968 38.1 2 .4 
1969 39.6 3 .9 
1970 41.1 3 .8 

1971 42.3 2.9 56 .5 
1972 43.4 2.6 583 32 
1973 45.3 4.4 60.7 4. 1 
1974 50.2 10.8 64.7 66 
1975 571 13.7 69.8 7.9 

1976 61 .5 7.7 62.1 74.1 62 64.4 64 .2 
1977 65.6 6.7 66.6 7.2 79.2 6.9 69.4 7.8 68.9 
1978 70.2 7.0 71.0 6.6 79.7 0.6 72.6 4.6 75.9 
1979 77.6 10.5 77.0 8.5 81.7 2.5 74 .5 2.6 84. 0 
1980 85.5 10.2 84.7 10.0 89.7 9.8 79.0 6 .0 89.7 

1981 92.4 8.1 92.0 8.6 94 .1 4 .9 85 9 8.7 94.3 
1982 97.4 5.4 96.3 4.7 96 .6 2.7 g4.7 10.2 97 .2 
1983 99.2 1.8 99 .9 3.7 101 .6 5.2 100.6 6.2 99 .7 
1984 1033 4.1 10] .8 3 .9 10 1.7 0. 1 104.6 4.0 10] .2 
1985 105.8 2.4 107.5 3.6 105.8 4.0 1089 4. 1 106.2 

1986 1078 1.9 111.2 3 .4 109.0 3 .0 112.4 3 .2 110.8 
1987 108.2 0.4 11 5.1 3 .5 116. 6 7.0 116. 4 3. 113. 1 

Historical data for each CPI series 

published by the Bureau of Labor 


Statistics on the new base are available 

through the Alaska Department 

of Labor, Research and Analysis 


or the BLS. 
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Taole 2 
Consumer Price Indexes for All Urban Consumers (continued) 

CPI-U 
1982-84 = 100 

Ann Avg Ann Avg Ann Avg Other Ann Avg Ann Avg 
Percent Percent Medical Percent Goods [,. Percent Percent 
Change Housing Change Care Change Services Change Transportation Change 

35.2 40.8 
35.8 1.7 40.9 0.2 
37.3 4.2 41.4 1.2 
41.5 11.3 44.9 8.5 
46.9 13.0 49.3 9.8 

62.6 52 .6 12.2 63.8 54.9 11.4 
7.3 65.5 4.6 57 .9 10.1 68 .1 6.7 60.2 9.7 

10.2 69.7 6.4 63.4 9.5 71.7 5.3 64.5 7.1 
10.7 78.0 11.9 69.1 9.0 76 .9 7.3 71.3 10.5 
6.8 85 .9 10.1 78.8 14.0 83.1 8.1 82.2 15.3 

5.1 92.5 7.7 86.9 10.3 88.1 6.0 92.7 12.8 
3.1 98 .2 6.2 94.8 9.1 93 .2 5.8 96.8 4.4 
2.6 99 .0 0.8 99.7 5.2 101.5 8.9 98.5 1.8 
3.5 1027 3 .7 105.5 5.8 105.3 3.7 104.6 6.2 
2.9 103.0 0.3 110.9 5.1 J14.2 8.5 108.2 3.4 

4.3 102.6 -0.4 127.8 15.2 123 .2 7.9 107.8 -0.4 
2.1 97.5 -5.0 137.0 7.2 132 .2 73 111.3 3.2 

Table 2 and Table 3 (page 14) contain 
annual average CPI 's for Anchorage 
on the new base. Table 2 contains the 
All Items CPI-U (All Urban Con ­
sumers) for Anchorage and six com­
ponent indexes. A special index, the 
All Items less Shelter, is also in­
cluded. Ta ble 3 contains the same 
group of indexes as Table 2, however, 
they are for the CPIW (Urban Wage 
Earners and Clerical Workers). The 
CPI-U approximates the buying habits 
of 80% of the civilian non institution­
alized population. The CPIW approx­
imates the buying habits of 40% of 
the civilian non institutionalized 
population . The CPI-U was first 
produced in 1978, previous to that 
only the CPIW was available. 
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Table 3 

Consumer Price Indexes for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 


CPI-W 
1982-84 =100 

Ann Avg All Item s Ann Avg Apparel Ann Avg Ann Avg Food 
A ll Percent Less Percent and Percent Percent and 

Year Items Change Shelter Change Upkeep Change Entertainment Change Beverage 

1960 35.2 

1961 35.4 0.6 
1962 35.5 0.3 
1963 35.7 0.6 
1964 35.9 0.6 
1965 36.2 0.8 

,966 37.2 2.8 
jS!67 38.2 2.7 
1968 39.1 2.4 
1969 40.7 4.1 
1970 42.1 3.4 

1971 43.4 3.1 57.1 
1972 44.5 2.5 58 .9 3.2 
1973 46.4 4.3 61.4 4.2 
1974 51.4 10.8 65.4 6.5 
1975 58.5 13.8 70.5 7.8 

1976 63.1 7.9 62.6 74.9 6.2 70.5 64.5 
1977 67 .2 6.5 67.3 7.5 80.0 6.8 76.0 7.8 69.3 
1978 72.0 7.1 71.9 6.8 803 0.4 76 .0 0.0 76.9 
1979 79.0 9.7 78 .2 8.8 81.6 1.6 77 .0 1.3 86.1 
1980 86.3 9.2 85.2 9.0 86.5 6.0 79.9 3.8 90 .3 

1981 92.9 7.6 92.2 8.2 92.6 7.1 86.2 7.9 94 .2 
1982 98.2 5.7 96.4 4.6 96.3 4.0 94 .6 9.7 97.2 
1983 98.9 0.7 99.8 3.5 101.6 5.5 100.5 6.2 99.7 
1984 102.9 4.0 103.8 4.0 102.1 0.5 105.0 4.5 103.2 
1985 105.8 2.8 ·107.3 3.4 105.5 3.3 108.7 3.5 106.2 

1986 107.7 1.8 110.8 33 108.1 2.5 112.5 3.5 110.9 
1987 107.9 0.2 114.4 3.2 115.9 7.2 118.1 5.0 113.2 

Alaska's Employment Scene 


By Brjan N. Rae 

A 
pril em ployment figures show typical seasonal growth patterns, with 
an increase of 4,000 in employment over· the·month. For several 
m onths total employment has been near that of last year. Apri l's 
preliminary employment estimate is slight ly below last April's. The 

mere fact, however, that another month has passed and showed normal seasonal 
growth strengthens arguments that t he recession is beh ind us. 

Certain sectors of the economy helped ameliorate the effects o f the decline 
in oil prices. As noted in prior months, strength in the limber and fi shing in· 
dustries played a major role in stabilizing the economy over the past two yea rs. 
Because of their current strength, there is little room for improvement in these 
industries without major changes in markets or leg islat ion. A lthough these 
are possible, few are willing to bet on them. Other sectors' economic health 
paralleled world oil prices, with recent precipitous decli nes. Most o f these in · 
dustries have begun to recover. Their future depends on many factors, only 
a few of which have been decided. Overall, every indicator shows a strength· 
ening and improving econom y. The extent of these gains are dependent to 
a large degree on unresolved issues. 
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