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What are the drivers of 
growth?





Ketchikan

Yukon-Koyukuk

North Slope

Bethel

Northwest Arctic

Nome

Lake and Peninsula

Kusilvak

Dillingham

Denali Southeast Fairbanks

Aleutians East
Kodiak Island

Yakutat

Prince of Wales-Hyder

Fairbanks

Hoonah-Angoon

Sitka

Haines

Aleutians West

Petersburg
Wrangell

Mat-Su Copper River

Anchorage
Chugach

Kenai

Bristol Bay

Skagway
Juneau

Natural Increase
5% - 11%

2% - 5%

0% - 2%

-2% - 0%

-2% - -3%

Rate of Natural Increase 
by Borough and Census Area



How have growth trends 
changed?
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This presentation is released to inform interested parties of ongoing research and to encourage discussion of work in progress. Any 
opinions and conclusions expressed herein are those of the author(s) and do not reflect the views of the U.S. Census Bureau.



What are projections? 

• Estimates of the population for future dates

• Components of population change
• Migration

• Fertility

• Mortality
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What are projections? (cont.)
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• Projections answer the question: “If we 
apply these assumptions about fertility, 
mortality, and migration to the 
population, what would the future 
population look like?”



2017 National Projections

• Projections of U.S. population (2017-2060) by:
• Age 

• Sex 

• Race

• Hispanic origin

• Nativity

• Three alternative immigration scenarios 
• High 

• Low 

• Zero
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Big picture: population
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• US population still increasing

• Increase is lower than previously

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Decennial Census, Intercensal Estimates (1900-2009), 
Vintage 2020 Estimates (2010-2020)



Population by race

6

• Race categories have changed 
over time

• All race groups have grown in size

• The White group grew at a slightly 
lower rate

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Intercensal Estimates (1900-1980) 



Population by race/ethnicity
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• Race/ethnicity categories have 
changed over time

• Changes in data can come from  
changes in the population or from 
changes in methods/measurement

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Intercensal Population Estimates (1900-2010)



Components of change: migration 
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• Levels of migration change over 
time

• Migration is relatively high, but not 
at an unprecedented level

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Working Paper POP-WP029 



Components of change: migration (cont.)
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• Levels of migration change over 
time

• Migration is relatively high, but not 
at an unprecedented level

• The number and share of the 
population who are foreign born is 
increasing

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Working Paper POP-WP029 



Components of change: fertility
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• Fertility decline in the U.S. began in 
the late 19th century

• There was a baby boom in the 
1946-1964

• In the last 50 years, fertility rates 
have been comparatively stable, 
but decreasing slowly

Note: Fertility rate is births per 1,000 women ages 15-44. 
Source: National Center for Health Statistics



Components of change: fertility (cont.) 

11

Note: Fertility rate is births per 1,000 women ages 15-44.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Projections Program



Components of change: mortality
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• Life expectancy generally is 
increasing

• It declined in 2020  

Source: National Center for Health Statistics



Components of change: mortality (cont.)
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• Life expectancy differs 
meaningfully by ethnicity, race, 
and sex

• Non-Hispanic American Indian and 
Alaska Native males have the 
lowest life expectancy, on average

• Non-Hispanic Asian females have 
the highest life expectancy, on 
average

Source: National Center for Health Statistics



Age
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Intercensal Estimates (1900-2009), Vintage 2020 Estimates (2010-2020)



Age (cont.)
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Intercensal Estimates (1900-2009), Vintage 2020 Estimates (2010-2020)

Age 1900 2020

0-17 40% 22%

18-64 56% 61%

65+ 4% 17%



Projections: total population

16

447 High

404 Main

376 Low

320 Zero

• The U.S. population 
will likely continue to 
grow

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Intercensal Estimates (1900-2009), Vintage 2020 Estimates (2010-2020), 2017 National 
Population Projections (2020-2060)

331



Projections: total population (cont.)
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• The U.S. population will likely 
continue to grow

• Immigration levels are likely to 
be the determining factor in 
whether the U.S. population 
grows or declines

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 National Population Projections



Projections: age

18

• The population is 
projected to continue to 
grow

• Growth is expected to 
be concentrated among 
the older age groups

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Intercensal Estimates (1900-2009), Vintage 2020 Estimates
(2010-2020), 2017 National Population Projections (2020-2060)



Projections: age (cont.)
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Intercensal Estimates (1900-2009), Vintage 2020 Estimates
(2010-2020), 2017 National Population Projections (2020-2060)

Age 1900 2020 2060

0-17 40% 22% 19%

18-64 56% 61% 56%

65+ 4% 17% 24%



Projections: Hispanic origin
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Percent Hispanic

1980 7%

2020 19%

2060 27%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Intercensal Estimates (1980-2009), Vintage 2020 Estimates 
(2010-2020), 2017 National Population Projections (2020-2060)



Projections: race and Hispanic origin

21Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 National Population Projections

White
(from 77%)

Non-Hispanic 
White

(from 61%)

Asian
(from 6%)

Black or African 
American

(from 13%)

Two or more 
races

(from 3%)

Hispanic
(from 18%)



Projections: nativity
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22% High

17% Main

14% Low

5% Zero

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Working Paper POP-WP029; Intercensal Estimates (1900-2009); Vintage 2020 Estimates (2010-
2020); 2017 National Population Projections (2020-2060)
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Future directions

• New projections are underway

• Projections of US population (2023-2060) by:
• Age 

• Sex 

• Race

• Hispanic origin

• Nativity

• Projection of US population (2023-2100)

• Set to come out in summer 2023
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Summary

• The U.S. population is growing and expected to keep growing

• The U.S. population is aging
• The number of people over age 65 is expected to outnumber the population 

under age 18 by 2060

• The U.S. population is becoming more racially and ethnically diverse
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Thank you!

Anne Morse [Huércanos]

Anne.morse@census.gov

U.S. Census Bureau Population Projections Website:

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popproj.html
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