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Background
HAVRS Section
Four distinct units:

1. Registration
 Register (record & certify) vital events and issue Medical Marijuana Cards 

within legal timeframes and in accordance with the Alaska Vital Statistics Act 
& Medical Uses of Marijuana laws.

2. Special Services
 Modify vital records after registration in accordance with statutory and 

regulatory mandates.

3. Issuance
 Issue certified copies of original vital records to entitled parties within 

reasonable timeframes

4. Health Analytics
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Background
HAVRS Section
• All activities in the section are directed and governed by 

the following Alaska Statutes and Regulations
▫ AS 18.50 & 7 AAC 05 Alaska Vital Statistics Act
▫ AS 17.37 & 7 AAC 34, Medical Uses of Marijuana
▫ AS 25.05 Alaska Marriage Code
▫ AS 09.55 Declaration of Death (presumptive)
▫ AS 25.20.045-.050 Legitimation
▫ AS 25.23 Adoption
▫ AS 18.05 Administration of Public Health and Related Laws
▫ AS 18.15.360 & 7 AAC 27.660 Data Collection

4



Background
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Background
Health Analytics Unit
Provide public health statistics to support policy and 
program development and ensure confidentiality of 
subjects.
 Regular/Standing Requests
 Ad-hoc Requests 
 Regular reports
 Special Topic Reports
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Data Sources
▫ Birth/Natality
▫ Death/Mortality
▫ Adoptions
▫ Fetal Death
▫ Marriage
▫ Divorce
▫ Induced Termination of Pregnancy (ITOP)
▫ Medical Marijuana Registry
▫ Health Facilities Data Reporting (HFDR)
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Hospital Discharge Data Set
2001-2012
• Voluntary reporting agreement
• DHSS grant to ASHNHA for management
• Added outpatient (including emergency department) data 

beginning in 2008
• Participation was inconsistent, ranging between 11 and 14 

hospitals (out of 27), accounting for around ¾ of inpatient 
discharges– mostly larger and Anchorage hospitals

• Not a representative sample, limited ability to draw 
conclusions about the population
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Hospital Discharge Data Set
2013-2014
• Voluntary reporting participation ceased among larger 

hospitals in anticipation of mandate
• Data not currently in use by state due to low numbers
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NEW 
NAME

Health Facilities Data Reporting Program 
(HFDR)
2015 +
• Mandated reporting for hospitals, ASCs, nursing facilities, 

IDTFs began with CY2015 data (7 AAC 27.660)
• Managed by DHSS – Division of Public Health
• Improvements:
▫ A comprehensive data set: including smaller Tribal facilities, ASCs

▫ More predictability in reporting rates

▫ Structure for healthcare operations data sharing

▫ Fee process
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HFDR
Facilities
• Provide complete and timely data
• Review error rates and make corrections if indicated

Data Clearinghouse: Hospital Industry Data Institute, Missouri Hospital 
Association (HIDI) 
• Receive data, check validity, encrypt 
• Provide summary reports to facilities
• Maintain communication with State on participation and other issues
• Provide data set to State

State of Alaska:  DHSS – DPH – Health Analytics and Vital Records
• Keeping reporting entities and data users informed
• Data stewardship
• Managing data requests
• Data analysis and dissemination of summary reports and public health research

State of Alaska:  DHSS – DPH – Other Sections
• Utilizing data for research and public health
• Contribute to program sustainability through fees
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Website Resources
Health Analytics and Vital Records
Homepage URL: 
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/VitalStats/Pages/default.aspx

▫ Vital Records and how to obtain 
▫ HFDR
 Program Guidelines

▫ Data and Statistics
 Reports
 Data release timelines
 Special reports
 Links to EpiBulletin and other related documents
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Website Resources
Coming soon…2016 Annual Reports!
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Website Resources
Coming soon…2016 Annual Reports!
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Website Resources
Special Topic Reports
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2016 Data Snapshot

• 2016 most recent year of complete data for all 
HAVRS datasets.

• 2017 data is preliminary and subject to change.
▫ Data will be ready around mid-year 2018
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2016 Data Snapshot*

• 11,213 Births to Alaska residents 
▫ Birth Rate 15.2 per 1,000

• 4,250 Deaths
▫ Crude Death Rate 611 per 100,000 
▫ Age-Adjusted Rate 742.5 per 100,000

• 5,272 Marriages
• 2,942 Divorces, dissolutions or annulments

*Alaska Residents
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2016 Data

HFDR Record Counts - 2016

Inpatient 63,341
Emergency Department 302,145
Other Outpatient 1,031,408
Total 1,396,894
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2016 Data
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Facility Type Total Reporting Percentage

Hospitals by license type:
General Acute Care 11 10 91%

Long Term Acute Care 1 1 100%

Rural Primary Care Hospital 2 2 100%

Critical Access Hospital (Licensed as CAH) 2 2 100%

Specialized Hospital (Psychiatric) 2 2 100%

Alaska Native Tribal Hospital 7 6 100%

Military Hospitals 2 0 0%

Total – Hospitals 27 23 85.2%
Ambulatory Surgery Centers 18 16 88.9%

Nursing Facilities 20 10 50.0%
IDTF * 1 *



Contacts and Links
Health Analytics & Vital Records
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/VitalStats/Pages/default.aspx

Health Facilities Data Reporting
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/VitalStats/Pages/HFDR/default.aspx

Data and Statistics
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/VitalStats/Pages/data/default.aspx

Rebecca Topol, Research Analyst IV
(907) 465-8604
healthanalytics@alaska.gov 
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Questions/Comments
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