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What’s happening with jobs? 
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Deepest losses were in 2016 
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Alaska recessions since the ’70s

Source: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section, and U.S. Bureau of Labor StatisticsSouthwest Population and Economic Data Conference



Job losses by region
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Southwest Alaska Economy and Workforce

Southwest gained employment last couple years
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Bethel CA has the most jobs
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Bethel CA - more gains than losses 
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Bethel CA - nearly half jobs are in government 
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How’s Bethel CA different?
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Who’s working in Bethel CA?
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• 10,204 people worked in Bethel in 2016
• 7,983 lived here in Bethel
• 1,086 lived in other places in Alaska
• 1,135 were Nonresidents (or not 

residents yet) 



Some sectors have more local workers than others
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• Local residents 78% 

• Non-local Alaska 
residents 11%

• Nonresidents 11% 



Where else do Bethel CA residents work? 

Southwest Population and Economic Data Conference

• The majority of Bethel’s 
working residents work in the 
area. (94%)

• Where else do they work?
• 175 + Anchorage
• 50 + Dillingham & Kusilvak
• 20 + Yukon-Koyukuk CA, 

Fairbanks, & Bristol Bay
• 10+ Kenai & Mat-Su 



We have data. Great data. The best data.

Jobs
• A full count, but a bit of a lag
• An estimate, but available now!

Wages
• A full count of wages and salary earnings for workers covered by 

unemployment insurance
• Hourly wage by occupation 

Workers
• different than jobs, workers are people and can hold more than one job
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We do things with the data
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We forecast……
What occupations will be hot in 10 years? 

The ones in health care, management, and construction
What occupations should you avoid?

Media related (reporters, radio & TV announcers) & legal services
What industries will grow? 

Healthcare & leisure and hospitality 
What industries are stalling out or shrinking? 

Oil and gas extraction, government, and seafood manufacturing
What will next year’s jobs situation look like? 

We aren’t sure yet, but we are working on it.
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Decades of 
research!
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We analyze….
How many people work in Alaska? 

415,459
How many of them are nonresident’s?

21.5% or about 89 thousand
Do they make more money than us?

Sometimes by the quarter, but general not by the year
What are they doing?

A lot of seafood processing and tourism, but they are everywhere
Do Alaskan women earn as much as men? 

Nope, about 68 cents on the dollar
Is the gap shrinking? 

Slowly
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We have cost of living data
Fun and interesting!

Great for inflation 
adjustment!
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We have training resources
Lots of articles!

Plenty of ways to look!

Southwest Population and Economic Data Conference



We have training resources
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Recognize this one? 
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Let’s see if this works…..
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laborstats.alaska.gov

http://laborstats.alaska.gov/


We have housing data
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What? There’s more? 
Who’s getting hurt doing what? 

• Work hurts
• A survey of occupational injuries and Illnesses

• Data by industry
• Select occupations
• Demographics

• Work kills
• Census of fatalities

• Data by industry
• Select occupations
• Type of event
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Have you met ALARI?
Regional, borough, and place level data

• Worker characteristics

• Population

• Occupations

• Rental information

• 2010 Census data

• Industries 

• New housing units

• Migration 

• Unemployment rate

• And more! 
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“That’s all great, but how can I find the data?”
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Google it…or call me. 

Karinne Wiebold, Economist, DOLWD, Research and Analysis
karinne.wiebold@alaska.gov
907.465.6039
laborstats.alaska.gov
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