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Population Estimates: 
What We Provide

• Annual state, borough, census area, city, census 
designated place, census tract, and other special area 
population estimates.

• State, borough and census area estimates by age, sex, 
race and ethnicity.

• Estimates by age and sex for cities and places of 
1,000+.



Population Estimates: 
Uses

• The population estimates are used for a wide range of 
purposes, including:
– Distribution of resources
– Survey weighting
– Research and planning
– Updating of population projections



Population Estimates: 
How We Make Them (briefly)
• For total population we begin with the last decennial 

census (2010 Census).

• Create ratios of census counts to PFD recipients in the 
census year, and carry them forward each year until the 
next census.

• Adjust to a separately estimated state total.

• There are several additional procedures to account for 
military, prisons, dorms, etc.



Population Estimates: 
How We Make Them (briefly)

• Race and ethnicity are not included in the PFD data, so 
we combine our estimates by age and sex with Census 
data by race.

• Make race data to follow three categorizations: 
– Race alone
– Race alone or in combination with one or more other 

races
– Bridged (1977 OMB)















Population Estimates: 
2015 Regions
• Overall migration (numbers of in-movers and out-

movers) to and from all of Alaska’s regions  (Anchorage, 
Fairbanks, etc.) was pretty steady and high.

• Anchorage had the largest population loss (loss of nearly 
1,500), and this is the second year of population loss for 
Anchorage, and it dropped below 300,000 people. 

• Mat-Su continued to be the fastest growing area, passed 
100,000 people this year, and became the second 
largest borough in the state. 







Population Estimates: 
2015 Regions
• At region-level, remote western and northern Alaska had 

net migration losses, but not inordinate, and (as last 
year) the losses were generally balanced by natural 
increase and the areas aren’t dwindling. 

• Northern Region had a small total population increase, 
and Southwest Region had a minor decrease for total 
population.

• Over the longer term there has been growth for the 
regions, and we expect this to continue. 







Population Estimates: 
2015 Regions
• Fairbanks North Star Borough had another year (fourth 

in a row) of net migration loss but very little change in 
total population. 

• The total pop size for Juneau and Southeast didn’t 
change much at all (steady even with very low natural 
increase). 

• Kenai Peninsula stood out again (same as last year but 
not as high) for having positive net migration (small, but 
positive) and added ~350 people. 









Population Estimates: 
2015 Cities, Places and Tracts
• Knik-Fairview in the Mat-Su remained the fastest 

growing community in the state – adding nearly 500 
people.

• The City of Fairbanks added nearly 300 people (to its 
~30,000).

• Six of the ten places that grew the most in 2014 to 2015 
were in the Mat-Su (Knik-Fairview, Gateway, Tanaina, 
Wasilla, Houston, Fishhook).











Population Estimates and Migration 
Update

Thank you!

Contact: eddie.hunsinger@alaska.gov

More information:
http://laborstats.alaska.gov/
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Population Projections: 
2015 to 2045 Alaska Native

• Projections are for Alaska Native alone or in combination 
with one or more other races.

• The Alaska Native population is projected to add around 
40,000 over the next 30 years. 

• There's uncertainty about whether the Alaska Native 
share of state population will increase.







Population Projections: 
2015 to 2045 Regions

Younger areas

• Northern projected to add ~6,500 people for a total of 
~30,500 in 2045.

• Southwest projected to add over 10,000 for a total of 
nearly 53,000 in 2045.



Population Projections: 
2015 to 2045 Regions

Older areas

• Gulf Coast projected to add ~9,000 people for a total of 
just under 90,000 people in 2045.

• Southeast projected to increase then decrease for an 
overall change of ~0 and stay at approximately 75,000.



Population Projections: 
2015 to 2045 Regions
Anchorage, Mat-Su, and Interior

• Anchorage is projected to add over 40,000 people for a 
total of about 340,000 in 2045.

• Mat-Su is projected to add 80,000 people for a total of  
~180,000 in 2045.

• Interior projected to increase by just 13,000, for a total of 
125,000 in 2045.







Population Projections, 2015 to 2045

Thank you!

Contact: eddie.hunsinger@alaska.gov

More information:
http://laborstats.alaska.gov/


