
Census Data and Tools in Grant Writing 
 

UAA Consortium Library 
 

October 18, 2016 

Lia Bolden, Data Dissemination Specialist 
Data Dissemination Branch 

Customer Liaison Marketing Services Branch 
U.S. Census Bureau 

 



Outline 
 

 Census Data and Tips for grant writers 

 Making comparisons and Data Tools 

 Presenting data 

 Resources 
  



Grantwriting –Generating your 
Needs Statement  

 Describe the population that will benefit or 
the target population to be served 
 Define the community problem to be 

addressed. 
 Include both quantitative & qualitative 

support materials 
 Describe the situation in factual terms 



Conduct a Community Analysis 
Use Census Data to… 

 Define a service area and 
its characteristics 

 Detect a problem 

 Determine its seriousness 

 Support funding requests 

 Evaluate your program 



Why use Census Bureau Data for  
Grant Writing? 

 Comparability 
 Regularly                                                    

collected 
 Recognition 
 Availability and 

accessibility 



Census Local Data Sources 
1. Annual Population Estimates  
2. Decenniel 
3. American Community Survey  
4. Current Population Survey  
5. Economic Census 



 
Comparing Demographic Programs 

 



Sample page 
2015 ACS Questionnaire 



Availability of ACS Data Products 

Estimated 
Population of 
Geographic Area 

1-Year 
Estimates 

3-Year 
Estimates 

5-Year 
Estimates 

65,000 or more X X X 

20,000 to 64,999 X X 

Less than 20,000 X 

Next  Planned  
Release Date 

September 
2016 N/A December 

2016 

9 



ACS Topics 
Social 

Economic 

Housing 

Demographic 

10 

Social 
Education 
Marital Status 
Fertility 
Veterans 
Disability 
Citizenship 
Language 
Migration 

Employment Status 
Income 
Commuting 
Occupation & Industry 
Health Insurance 
Class of Worker 
 

Economic 
Tenure (Own/Rent) 
Occupancy & Structure 
Home Value 
Costs (Mortgage, Taxes, Insurance) 
Utilities 
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities 

Housing 

Sex 
Age 
Race 
Hispanic Origin 
Relationship 

Demographic 



                 Key ACS Data Products 

• Data Profiles  
• Narrative Profiles 
• Selected Population 

Profiles  
• Ranking Tables  
• Subject Tables  
• Detailed Tables  
• Geographic Comparison 

Tables  
• Thematic Maps  
• Custom Tables 
• Summary File 
• Public Use Microdata 

Samples 



Three Tips for Using Census 
Data 

 
 Be clear about the detail you want—census, 

surveys and estimates 
 Understand census jargon – Glossary 
 Use census data to draw comparisons 

between your community/neighborhood 
and look at changes over time. 
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Data Access Tools 

Data Tables, Maps, & Geography 
 Data Tables 
 QuickFacts 
 Census Business Builder 
 My Congressional District 
 Census Reporter 
 American FactFinder (AFF) 
 Community Facts 

 Maps and Geography 
 Census Explorer 
 Interactive Maps 

 
 



Making Comparisons 



Make Comparisons 
• Over time (2000, 2010 and survey data) 

• Demonstrate emerging issues affecting your 
target population 

• Compare subset data to larger group 
• State to national 

• City/town to county or State 

• Census tract to other tracts or to city/county  

 

 

 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://library.thinkquest.org/06aug/02048/pictures/chart.jpg&imgrefurl=http://library.thinkquest.org/06aug/02048/accessibility.html&usg=__qtonTJuMi-EI2kwi5EPzOQBo2nU=&h=2144&w=2244&sz=1215&hl=en&start=5&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=pVBh1P2NVUttQM:&tbnh=143&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=charts&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&ei=BqCaTa_CAYa8sAOp69GXBA


Comparing ACS Data Guidance 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data.html


ACS: Making Comparisons 
1) comparisons of estimates from different 
geographic areas within the same time period 
(e.g., comparing the proportion of people below 
the poverty level in two counties)  
 
2) comparisons of estimates for the same 
geographic area across time periods (e.g., 
comparing  the proportion of people below the 
poverty level in a county for 2009 and 2014) 



ACS: Making Comparisons 
Comparison must take into account the sampling 
error associated with each estimate, thus 
determining  whether the observed differences 
between estimates are statistically significant.  
 
Statistical significance means that there is statistical 
evidence that a true difference exists within the full 
population, and that the observed difference is 
unlikely to have occurred by chance due to 
sampling. 



ACS: Making Comparisons 
3) comparisons of ACS estimates with the 
corresponding estimates from past decennial 
census samples (e.g., comparing the proportion 
of people below the poverty level in a county for 
2006 and 2000). 
 
 



Comparison Profiles 
 Comparison Profiles  

Provide detailed demographic, social, 
economic and housing data about a selected 
geography over several years to help users 
identify trends and patterns over time.  
 2014 ACS 1 Year CP 
 *Statistical Significance denoted 



COMPARATIVE ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS     
2015 American Community Survey 1-Year 
estimates  



Statistical testing tool 
 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables-and-tools/statistical-testing-tool.html


Data and Tools 
         Factfinder Allows for Instant Table Comparison 



Demographic Profiles 
• Good place to start  

• Fact sheets on the social, 
economic, demographic, and 
housing characteristics for different 
geographic areas 

• About 450 different characteristics  

 



2010 Demographic Profile—DP-1 



ACS: DP-2, DP-3, DP-4, DP-5 



Community Analysis Worksheet 
Sources: 2015 ACS 5 year --Data points DP-1, DP2 and DP3 



 
Anchorage Municipality Narrative Profile 

 
 

 
 

http://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/TheDataWeb_HotReport2/profile/2014/5yr/np01.hrml?SUMLEV=50&state=02&county=020
http://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/TheDataWeb_HotReport2/profile/2014/5yr/np01.hrml?SUMLEV=50&state=02&county=020


 
Census Explorer 

 Benefits 
 Thematic maps display selected characteristic for 

both demographic and business topics 
 Maps also display change over time (demographic 

topics only)   

 Geographies: state, county, census tract 
 Topics 
 10 demographic characteristics 
   6 business characteristics 



 
Census Explorer 

 Limitations:  small number of characteristics 
and geographies available 
 Access 
 census.gov > Data tab > Data Tools and Apps > 

Census Explorer 
 Data sources 
 2013 ACS 5-year estimates 
 2012 County Business Patterns 
 2000 Decennial Census 
 1990 Decennial 



Comparison - Geographic and or 
Historical 

          Census Tools 

Census Explorer 
 

http://www.census.gov/censusex
plorer/censusexplorer.html 

http://www.census.gov/censusexplorer/censusexplorer.html
http://www.census.gov/censusexplorer/censusexplorer.html


 
Census Explorer 



 
Interactive Maps 

census.gov footer > 
Find Data column > 
Interactive maps 

census.gov > 
Geography tab > 
Interactive maps 

OR 



 
Presenting Data 

 



Good Data… 
Comes from a reliable source 
Presented clearly 
Relevant to the need you have identified 
Drawn from or closely related to your target 

population 
Tells a story—more than just a series of 

numbers 
Presented both in narrative and graphic form 



Make charts and graphs self-explanatory 
 

Source: NCAI Policy Research Center. 
(2014). NCAI Alaska Region Profile. 
Available at: 
http://www.ncai.org/policy-research-
center/research-data/prc-
publications/Alaska_Region.pdf. 



Presenting Census Data in a Grant Proposal 
Thematic Maps 

Example: Median Age by Census Tract in Anchorage Municipality, AK 



Censusreporter.org 

http://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US0203000-anchorage-ak/


Take Aways 



Limitations of Census Bureau Data 
• Some concepts / definitions not easily 

understood – footnote 

• Might not be in exact tabular form as funding 
agency is requesting -- download 

• Can be cumbersome to get specific data by 
tract or other small area -- aggregate 

• Most socio-economic census data based on a 
sample estimate – consider MOE 

 



Citing AFF Tables and Maps 



Examples of Citing 
U.S. Census Bureau; Census 2000, Summary File 1, Matrix P7; generated by Joe 
Smith; using American FactFinder; <http://factfinder2.census.gov>; (15 February 
2012). 

 
U.S. Census Bureau; American Community Survey, 2010 American Community 
Survey 1-Year Estimates, Table GCT0101; generated by John Smith; using American 
FactFinder; <http://factfinder2.census.gov>; (7 January 2012).  

 

U.S. Census Bureau; Census 2000, Summary File 1, Table P001; generated by 
Jane Jones; using American FactFinder; <http://factfinder2.census.gov>; (20 
February 2012)  

U.S. Census Bureau; 2010 Census Summary File 1; Tables P1 and QT-P1; 
generated by John Smith; using American FactFinder; 
<http://factfinder2.census.gov>; (12 December 2011). 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://factfinder2.census.gov/


Resources 



Helpful Websites:  grants.gov 



Helpful Websites:  Researching Grants 

Libraries 
 Foundation Center 

• Maintains comprehensive database on U.S. 
(and some global) grantmakers and grants 

• Subscription service 
 Your state, university, and local library 

• May subscribe to online databases – free to 
library card holders 

• “Ask a librarian” online service may provide 
simple lookup service 



Resources for You 



Workshop Information 
 and  

Data Questions 

Los Angeles Regional Office 
818-267-1725    or  

888-806-6389 (toll-free )  

Lia Bolden 
Data Dissemination Specialist 

U.S. Census Bureau 

elaine.lia.bolden@census.gov 
Mobile:  510-406-8841 

Thank you! 

mailto:Elaine.lia.bolden@census.gov
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