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What does the Census Bureau do?
Decennial Census
 Every 10 years, counts residents within census blocks

American Community Survey (ACS)
 Annual social, economic and housing data

130 other surveys and censuses
 Current Population Survey (CPS) since 1940
 National Crime and Victimization Survey (NCVS)
 Health Interview Survey (HIS)
 Consumer Expenditure Survey (CE)
 Population Estimates
 Economic Census
 Census of Governments http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/surveys-programs.html

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/surveys-programs.html


 Monthly and Quarterly Data
 Economic indicators, like national 

unemployment rate from Current 
Population Survey (CPS)

 Annual Data
 American Community Survey 1-year
 CPS Annual Social and Economic 

Supplements

 Quinquennial and Decennial
 American Community Survey 5-year
 Decennial Census

Detail

Frequency







Calista
Corporation





Boroughs and Census Areas Population Estimate 2017
Nome Census Area 10,006

Aleutians East Borough 2,977

Bethel Census Area 18,127

Bristol Bay Borough 887

Dillingham Census Area 4,925

Kusilvak Census Area 8,208

Lake and Peninsula Borough 1,721





Incorporated cities

Census designated 
places (CDPs)





Census 
tracts are 
collections 
of block 
groups.



Bethel Census 
Area Census 
Tract 2



Average household size by block group: 2010







Which census block are we in?



What is the American Community Survey?
• Ongoing survey -- Every month
• Detailed social and economic estimates
• Replaced decennial long-form survey
• Small areas and small population groups
• Data released twice annually

• 1-year estimates (12 months of data)
• 5-year estimates (60 months of data)



2010 Census vs. ACS

5

100% data

How many people live in the 
U.S.?

Count - People, housing units

Point in time April 1, 2010

2010 Census

Sample estimates ~2% 

How do people live in the 
U.S.?

Characteristics - Income, 
poverty, education

Period in Time    
12 months, 60 months

American 
Community 

Survey
1940-2000
Long Form



www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/









Sample Selected and Final Interviews - Alaska
Housing Units Group Quarters People

Year

Initial Final Initial Final Final
Addresses Interviews Sample Actual Synthetic
Selected Selected Interviews Interviews

2017 12,343 9,106 771 648 500
2016 11,556 8,528 1,295 683 518
2015 12,494 9,394 1,331 765 484

~750 completed household survey questionnaires each month



• Nationally, 3.5 million addresses in 
sample each year

• National response rate of 94% in 2017

• Alaska response rate of 92% in 2017



factfinder.census.gov
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Estimated number of workers 16+ in the 
area – Relates to sample size
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Source: Table S1601 (Language Spoken at Home)
2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Bethel Census Area United States

Median household income in 2016 
inflation-adjusted dollars

$53,296 
(± $2,598)

$55,322 
(± $120)

Housing units with complete 
plumbing facilities

66.7 percent
(± 1.8 percent)

99.6 percent
(± 0.1 percent)

Grandparents living with 
grandchildren <18

94.4 percent Alaska Native
(± 4.2 percent)

25.5 percent Hispanic origin
(± 0.1 percent)

Grandparents living with 
grandchildren <18

97.1 percent born in the U.S.
(± 3.9 percent)

69.0 percent born in the U.S.
(± 0.2 percent)

Households with one or more people 
<18

55.7 percent
(± 3.2 percent)

32.0 percent
(± 0.1 percent) 

Source: Various tables from 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates





Photo taken 
near Pu'ukohola
Heiau National 
Historic Site by 
Flickr user Ken 
Lund.
(CC BY-SA 2.0) 



Bethel Census 
Area

South Kohala
Census County 
Division

Total population 
in 2010

17,013 17,627

Median age 26.8 years 
(± 0.3 years)

39.3 years 
(± 3.6 years)

Speak a 
language other 
than English at 
home

64.6 percent 
(± 2.0 percent)

29.0 percent 
(± 5.1 percent)

Speak only 
English

35.4 percent 
(± 2.0 percent)

71.0 percent 
(± 5.1 percent)

Median income 
for families with 
children <18

$51,250 
(± $4,706)

$72,546 
(± $17,102)

Population born 
in state of 
residence

93.1 percent 
Alaska Native 
(± 1.0 percent)

21.6 percent 
Native Hawaiian
(± 7.0 percent) 

Source: 2012-2016 
American Community 
Survey 5-Year Estimates



Six economic regions 
defined by Alaska 
Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis 
Section







Six economic regions 
defined by Alaska 
Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis 
Section























Total population
2017 estimates

Alaska Native 
alone

Alaska Native 
alone or in 

combination with 
another race (AIC)

Alaska 737,080 113,082 147,752

Southwest Region 42,202 28,975 30,562

Aleutians East Borough 2,977 611 678

Aleutians West Census Area 5,357 668 773

Bethel Census Area 18,127 15,163 15,746

Bristol Bay Borough 887 294 419

Dillingham Census Area 4,925 3,553 3,952

Kusilvak Census Area 8,208 7,609 7,780

Lake and Peninsula Borough 1,721 1,077 1,214



Total population
2017 estimates

Alaska Native 
alone

Alaska Native 
alone or in 

combination with 
another race (AIC)

Alaska 737,080 15% 20%

Southwest Region 42,202 69% 72%

Aleutians East Borough 2,977 21% 23%

Aleutians West Census Area 5,357 12% 14%

Bethel Census Area 18,127 84% 87%

Bristol Bay Borough 887 33% 47%

Dillingham Census Area 4,925 72% 80%

Kusilvak Census Area 8,208 93% 95%

Lake and Peninsula Borough 1,721 63% 71%



Every 5 years, the Census Bureau releases special ACS tables.



Thank you! 
Contact Liz Brooks

Juneau, Alaska

907-465-5970
liz.brooks@alaska.gov

Online:  laborstats.alaska.gov

mailto:liz.brooks@alaska.gov
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