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Population data: 
Uses

• Population data are used for a wide range of purposes, 
including:
– Distribution of resources
– Survey weighting
– Research and planning
– Legislative redistricting





Population Estimates: 
How we make them
• For total population, and population by age and sex, we 

begin with the last decennial census (2010 Census)

• Create ratios of census counts to PFD recipients in the 
census year, and carry them forward each year until the 
next census

• Adjust to a separately estimated state total

• There are several additional procedures to account for 
military, prisons, dorms, etc.



Population Estimates: 
How we make them (continued)

• Race and ethnicity are not included in the PFD data, so 
we combine our estimates by age and sex with Census 
data by race and ethnicity

• Make race data to follow three categorizations: 
– Race alone
– Race alone or in combination with one or more other 

races
– “Bridged” (1977 OMB)





PFD-Based Migration Data: 
How we make it

• Comparison of annual change in PFD application data

• Doesn’t account for delayed eligibility for new residents

• Use five year averages to create the data by age and 
sex









































Population Projections: 
How we make them



Population Projections: 
More information









2020 Census Importance:
Funding, redistricting, and research

• Hundreds of billions of federal dollars are distributed 
across the country each year based in part on population 
data that start with the decennial census

• State and federal redistricting are completed every ten 
years based on data from the decennial census

• Countless statistics throughout the decade use 
decennial census data in one way or another
– Population, employment, education, health, crime…



2020 Census:
Voices from Alaska
• Local data managers and stakeholders

• State data managers (incl many beyond our office) and 
stakeholders

• Alaska Census Working Group, convened by the 
Foraker Group

• Partnership with groups like the Association of Village 
Council Presidents and Calista Corporation to hold 
events like this one



Thank you!

Contact: eddie.hunsinger@alaska.gov
907-269-4960

Website: laborstats.alaska.gov
Listserv: laborstats.alaska.gov/email/emailnotify.htm
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