Internists, General (29-1063)
Occupation description: Physicians who diagnose and provide non-surgical treatment of diseases and injuries of internal organ
systems. Provide care mainly for adults who have a wide range of problems associated with the internal organs. Subspecialists,
such as cardiologists and gastroenterologists, are included in "Physicians and Surgeons, All Other" (29-1069).

Employment and Job Openings
Average employment
2010 estimate

2020 projection

Average annual openings
Percent change

Growth

Replacement

Total

Alaska

90

114

26.7

2

2

4

United States

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Job outlook
Alaska: Alaska’s employment growth is robust with low employment opportunities. Read more.
U.S.: Employment of physicians and surgeons is projected to grow 22 percent from 2008 to 2018, much faster than the average for all
occupations. Job growth will occur because of continued expansion of health care-related industries. The growing and aging population
will drive overall growth in the demand for physician services, as consumers continue to demand high levels of care using the latest
technologies, diagnostic tests, and therapies. Many medical schools are increasing their enrollments based on perceived new demand for
physicians.
Despite growing demand for physicians and surgeons, some factors will temper growth. For example, new technologies allow physicians
to be more productive. This means physicians can diagnose and treat more patients in the same amount of time. The rising cost of health
care can dramatically affect demand for physicians' services. Physician assistants and nurse practitioners, who can perform many of the
routine duties of physicians at a fraction of the cost, may be increasingly used. Furthermore, demand for physicians' services is highly
sensitive to changes in health care reimbursement policies. If changes to health coverage result in higher out-of-pocket costs for
consumers, they may demand fewer physician services.

2012 Wages
Mean Wage and
95% Confidence Interval
Mean

Low
United States
Alaska

Wage by Percentile

High

10th

Median

90th

n/a

92.08

n/a

32.11

(1)

(1)

91.51

115.25

138.99

77.75

(1)

(1)

(1) indicates an hourly wage greater than $90, or an annual wage greater than $187,200.

Labor Force Indicators
2012 Worker Characteristics
Total workers
174

Nonresident workers

Percent nonresident

67

Percent age 45 plus

38.5

48.2

Percent age 50 plus
36.8

2012 Potential Supply
Qualified but working in another occupation

32

Currently employed in a lower paid occupation

18

UI claimants previously working in occupation

6

2012 ALEXsys Employment Data
213

Number of registrants

16

Number of job position postings

13.3

Ratio of registrants to job position postings

2011 Alaska Licensing Information
Physician and Surgeon: 3,193 licensed

Typical Entry-level Education, Experience, and/or On-the-job Training
Education: Doctoral or professional degree

Work experience: None
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On-the-job training: Internship/Residency

